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You find yourself outside a very beautiful and popular beach, “Plage Pandémique”, on a hot summer day, in the touristic city of  

CROWNville, Quebec, Canada. You’re excited to swim, but before you enter the sands, you must pass through the main gates and pay a fee.   
The lady at the gate has a nametag,  “Ella Economie”. She seems friendly, smiles and waves you in, handing  you a brochure to read and a 

waiver  to sign before you can enter the beach. This is unusual because you never had to read or sign anything before, you are just going to the 
beach after all! You see that there is  a lot of detailed fine print. “No worries about those details, the beach is safe as usual!  You can just pay 
the fee and sign here,” Mme. Ella Economie says pointing to the brochure. But you would rather read the brochure. You realize that this will 
take some time, so you step aside to let the long line of people, who don’t seem interested in reading anything, pass you by and enter the beach. 
This is what you read: 

 

 
 

WELCOME TO PLAGE PANDÉMIQUE! 
 

 
 

Our administration would like to make you aware of a few new changes that have occurred over the past few months 

at Plage Pandémique. Please read and follow the rules below carefully, as they are for the safety of you and your loved 

ones. As a reminder, Plage Pandémique will not be held responsible for any accidental harm to your health  

– including death. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What??!?! Including death?!  
You say to yourself. What is this all about??!! 
You now realize you must read everything very 
carefully and you wonder why the others aren’t 

doing the same. 
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Please note the following changes which have occurred to the beach landscape since you were here last summer: 
 

∗ The waves you see in the distance are now called Vagues Virales or Viral Waves. It is currently low 

tide. Low tide occurs between the first and second wave. Please note that we cannot 

guarantee the size or timing of the second wave. Please also note that, in the 

distance, a wave looks very small, but can tower upon you very quickly – 

reaching hundreds of feet in height. We also cannot guarantee the 

presence of 3rd, 4th, 5th or more waves. Please proceed with caution 

and swim at your own risk. 

 

 

∗ We have some new visitors to our Beach this summer – a novel and deadly species of fish called SharKORONA.  
SharKORONA seem to appear only once every 100 years on the planet. Please do not be fooled by the very 
peaceful appearance of the waters at low tide. SharKORONA are invisible below the water’s surface, but can 
appear and attack humans suddenly, with frightening speed, without warning and are known to 

attack multiple victims simultaneously. Beware – their bite is painless!  Many people did 
not even realize that they were bitten, only to die in the next few 
weeks, sometimes even days. One other tiny little detail, when 
swimming in SharKORONA infested waters, if you are bitten 
by a SharKORONA (and of course how could you ever know?) its 
bite leaves a deadly residue on your skin – a residue so powerful that it 
can kill anyone who comes within a 6-feet radius of you in the next 2 weeks. 

What??!!! 
 

∗ Almost 6,000 local residents have been killed by this species of shark so far, but don’t be afraid, most of the time 
they are harmless because they have a genetic defect, where they cannot detect humans if you keep more than 6 
feet away from them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Now you are sweating! 

You’re not sure if it’s the sun or your fear of 
the unknown? What is going on here?! 

You keep reading and sweating… 
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∗ Please be careful of the Vagues Virales! The first wave took most swimmers by surprise – starting out small 
and seemingly slowly, and yet drowned thousands without warning. Never let your guard down. We believe 
that today it is safer for you to swim than in the past few months, as the deadly first wave has come and 
almost returned to sea, however, we cannot guarantee your safety, and please remain on high alert for the 
second wave. It also appears without warning and sometimes starts with what looks in the distance as a 
mini-wave.  Like the first wave, the second wave can rapidly escalate into a Tsunami without much warning.   
ALWAYS SWIM WITH CAUTION. As you know, a Tsunami does not stop at the beach front, it can 
rapidly engulf the beach, parking lot and highways you took to get here. Be prepared to leave immediately 
if you feel in danger or if the LifeGuards tell you to do so. A note of caution: from experience we expect 
that the sharks that are brought in by the second Vague Virale also prefer older, very young or weaker 
swimmers (like the Sharks that came with the 1st wave). BUT BEWARE – rumor has it that – if 
SharKORONAS are hungry AND if there are a lot of young swimmers around – they WILL attack them.   
SharKORONAS can attack anyone, anywhere. We have not yet found any humans who are 100% safe 
from this species of Shark. 

 
 

 
 

 
∗ Good News! For the 2020 season, Plage Pandémique has hired a specialized group of LifeGuards.  

This team is highly specialized because they are not only excellent swimmers, who understand the dangers 
at Plage Pandémique, but they also all happen to be Doctors, Nurses and a whole Healthcare TEAM!  
You will recognize them sporting distinct outfits with the 
logo: CGX Life●Guard. The role of the LifeGuards is to 
warn you of the impending dangers you might 
encounter during your time at the beach. Please keep 
an eye out for them, speak to them if you run into 
trouble and heed their expert instructions. Remember, 
the CGX Life●Guard TEAM are NOT policemen. They 
will guide you, but the final decision is yours. However, 
there may be perils in disregarding their advice. Please also 
note, the CGX Life●Guard TEAM is unable to assist 
those far from their station. They are only supervising the 
areas immediately adjacent to their station on the beach. 
They cannot speak for other jurisdictions of the beach farther away. 

 
“What about the LifeGuards?! They 
must be there to protect and save me, 

right?” You continue to read… 
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The LifeGuards will also periodically place coloured flags on the beach: 

 

 Red flag means that you must not swim due to a high risk of SharKORONA attacks.  
   Swim at your own risk.  

 
 Yellow flag means beware of potential danger.  
 

  

Green flag means, to the best of their knowledge, that it is safer to swim as long as you take 
 all precautions including:  

 
1. Using SOAPscreen (similar to sunscreen and highly effective against SharKORONA 

attack) 
& 

2. Wearing your MASKjacket (similar to a life jacket and highly effective against 
SharKORONA attack) 

 
 

Please keep an eye out for the flags at all times. The LifeGuards may change the flags quickly and without much 

notice.   

  

Please note that there is another important detail about SharKORONA. They have an enormous and peculiar 

appetite for LifeGuards. The LifeGuards will put their lives on the line for you – that is what they are trained to 

do.  Kindly do not do risky things that may lead to your LifeGuards being unnecessarily put in harm’s way, in 

particular, do not tease the SharKORONA. It is in everyone’s best interest to have the LifeGuards around for 

next summer too. Please swim with respect and follow your LifeGuards’ lead and guidance. 

ENJOY YOUR DAY AT PLAGE PANDÉMIQUE 

 
 

 

What do I do?? 
You keep saying to yourself over and over, do I go for a swim? 

Or Do I go back home? 
But it is such a beautiful day! 

What do you do?? How do you decide?? 
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PROVIDED BELOW IS A CHECKLIST AND A SET OF QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF  

WHEN DECIDING WHETHER OR NOT PLAGE PANDÉMIQUE IS THE PLACE FOR YOU! 
 

Important points to consider before entering the beach:  
 
� I have calculated my personal risk of venturing outside using the CGX Personal Risk Calculator and found that 

the benefits outweigh the risks for myself and my loved ones.  
� I am a strong swimmer.  
� I have no medical conditions that will affect my swimming ability. 
� I have my MASKjacket with me today. 
� I have my SOAPscreen with me today.  
 
Questions to further reflect on for your safety:  
 
∗ How old am I? 
∗ Is it crowded on the beach today? Is it crowded in the water today? How do I feel about crowds? 

∗ Am I planning on swimming or just hanging out at the beach? If I am just hanging out – where exactly? 
∗ How close to the water am I willing to walk, or do I plan on staying in the parking lot?  
∗ Where are the LifeGuards and what are they saying?  
∗ Do I trust Mme. Économie who wanted me to enter Plage Pandémique without 

reading the fine print first?  
∗ How many waves can I see in the distance 1, 2, 3, 4, or more? How can I be 

sure? Does it make a difference to me? 

∗ How many SharKORONAS are infesting the waters today? How 
hungry are they?  

∗ Do I really want to swim or did I just want a quick ice cream near 
the parking lot and then go home?  

∗ Am I swimming alone today or am I with my whole family? Does my 

extended family have young kids or older adults? Will I be visiting 

young kids, older adults or anyone with a chronic medical problem in 

the next 2 weeks? How will I know if someone else has a chronic 

medical problem?   

∗ If something serious should happen to me today, how will that impact me, my family and my future? 

∗ Is it worth the risk? Or does everything in life have risk and this is just one of those things? 

Merci et Bonne Journée! 
La Direction 
Plage Pandémique 
Crownville, Québec, Canada 
August 21, 2020 

UNSURE ABOUT PLAGE PANDÉMIQUE?  
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